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Welcome to Issue 22 of the Observers Stand!   We have a full 

issue, with articles contributed from Mary Jane Berchak, 

Chris Yeager and Doug Houdeshell!   You will also notice 

several historic sketches drawn by Stan Ross, also supplied 

to us by Mary Jane. 

We have several articles that cover our clubs’ events, 

including the 2026 Weekend Solo Season, the 2026 

Governors’ Cup, The OHLINS Mid-Ohio Time Trial presented 

by OVR and an upcoming Track Night in America at Mid-

Ohio.  

All the great photos you see have been supplied by Mike 

Berchak.   Thanks Mike! 

We have also included a list from Dave Killian of all the 

current class track records at Mid-Ohio. 

Thanks to all our contributors, this newsletter would not be 

possible without your effort and contributions!  
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NOTES FROM THE BOARD 

Socializer and Board Nominations at Roosters Pickerington 
 

Be sure to put Wednesday September 16 on your schedule as OVR will be having 

Nominations for the 2027 Board of Directors from 6-8pm. 

The event will be held at the following location: 

Roosters – Located at The Shoppes of Stonecreek  

1500 Stonecreek Drive 

Pickerington, 43147 

OVR will provide food and soft drinks/water and the bar will be open for individuals 

to purchase alcoholic drinks.  

Nominations will be open until 8pm and any member in good standing can be 

nominated, by themselves or others. If you can't attend, nominations can be made 

by email to elections@ovr-scca.org but we hope to see you there! RSVP *not* 

required. 

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted! 
Our region is need of a treasurer.   Tari Hodge will be steeping down at the end of 
the year (Thank you for your years of service, Tari!) and we are actively looking for a 
replacement.   

The candidate for the position should be someone with bookkeeping skills, not-for-
profit knowledge and familiarity with banking rules and regulations.  

Tari will train them on our banking platforms and reporting.     

Tari would also like to point out that she is not leaving OVR and will continue to be 
involved in other ways as time allows. 

If you are interested, then please reach out by e-mail to: re@ovr-scca.org 
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THE OHLINS MID-OHIO TIME TRIAL PRESENTED BY 

OVR 

By Douglas Houdeshell 
 

  

OVR held our annual time trial on August 7th, 2026.  The event was a resounding 

success. We had 63 drivers registered for the event with 9 cancellations in MSR. 

Final attendance numbers were slightly lower than anticipated but jumped 

significantly in the last week of registration.   At the end of the day, we had a 

strong turnout that led to a great event.  In addition, we had 27 volunteers 

registered to support the event.  

The weather ultimately cooperated with us. The day began with a wet track 

following an early morning rain.  As the day wore on, the conditions improved 

quickly and the track dried in short order. We launched the first run group on 

schedule and maintained that timing throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operationally, the event went extremely well with very few issues or complaints. 

During the morning sessions, it became apparent there was a performance 

disparity between the Intermediate and Advanced run groups driven largely by 

self-classification and significant horsepower differences between vehicles. To 

improve the on-track experience, we made the executive decision during the 

lunch break to reorganize the afternoon run groups based on overall lap times 

from the morning sessions. 
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The change was implemented efficiently, and all drivers were back on course at 

the scheduled restart time. The revised grouping structure proved successful and 

provided drivers with improved spacing and more opportunities for clean laps 

during the afternoon sessions. 

The afterparty and awards ceremony were held at the pavilion following the 

event, where we enjoyed pizza, refreshments, and the opportunity to socialize 

and celebrate the day's accomplishments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From a facility and logistics standpoint, we experienced no significant issues.  

Most importantly, the event was completely incident-free. Our Safety Steward 

was pleased to have a paperwork-free weekend, and the event concluded 

without any safety-related concerns or significant vehicle incidents. 

 

 

 



5 
 

THE OLD LADY WHO LIVES IN THE CARBUREATOR 

By Mary Jane Berchak 

I offered to send Alan some stories, photographs and things to include in The 

Observer’s Stand. So, here’s the first thing. 

 

When I attended one of the early Solo events this year, I noticed that there was a 

HUGE group of people participating in the Novice Walk. The more I thought 

about it, the better I felt about it. OVR, as a region, was attracting new 

participants for our events, there were lots and lots of beginners. I feel that lots of 

beginners are good for the region. This means we are attracting people who are 

interested in motorsports, people who are willing to try something new, people 

who are willing to meet other car nuts, and brave people who are game to try. 

I recall the times when I was a novice driver, how easy it was to talk to other car 

nuts and how impressed I was that everybody helped a beginner. As I ran more 

events, I noticed that drivers and crews helped each other (except when on track) 

and took care of each other. This is a good group to grow into and have fun 

together. 
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CLASSIC MID-OHIO PHOTOS – from June 1965 

Supplied by Mary Jane Berchak 
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Autocross News 

Kunze Claims 2026 Governor’s Cup in Thrilling Finish 

By Chris Yeager 

The 2026 Governor’s Cup was held on July 26 at Fortress Obetz, following the 

conclusion of OVR Solo Points Event No. 6. 

Class winners from the points event automatically earned a place in the 

Governor’s Cup, with the remaining spots filled by the top-performing drivers 

across the event to create a field of 64 competitors. 

The Governor’s Cup began with all 64 drivers receiving a single run. The 32 

fastest drivers advanced to the second round, where another one-run shootout 

reduced the field to 16. 

From there, the remaining drivers were randomly drawn into a head-to-head 

bracket and competed in a knockout format. Each matchup brought the field one 

step closer to a final four consisting of Dan Shea, Todd Kunze, Isaiah Pryce, and 

Claude Lawrence. 

Kunze and Lawrence survived their semifinal matchups and advanced to the final 

run. In an exceptionally close finish, Todd Kunze captured the 2026 Governor’s 

Cup by less than six hundredths of a second. 
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2026 Auto-X Weekend Series  

OVR’s 2026 weekend series of points events is complete! 

By Alan Stamper 

It seems just like a few weeks ago that our Weekend Point Series started back on 

May 3rd.   However, time flies, Spring has passed and we are nearing the end of 

Summer.     

Our last points event was held on August 9th and there were several points 

battles for season ending awards taking place.   I was battling with Jeremy Roger 

in prepared for the 1st place overall, with Jeremy driving Randy Tackett’s BRZ, 

since his own Audi TT was down for repair.   I only was able to be on site for half a 

day as I had family in from out of town, but I managed to go quickly enough to 

win for the year.   I’m sure a repeat next year will be much more difficult once 

Jeremy gets his own car back on track. 

 

Looking back at the year, we had a strong Solo season.  Our most attended event 

was Points Event #1with 148 entrants.   Overall, Solo averaged just over 110 

drivers per event and a total of 884 entrants for the season. 

Weather always plays a role in our attendance, and the last several events all had 

forecasts that were less than stellar, with rain and thunderstorms likely.   Several 

events started with driving to event in a rain shower, but luckily in every case, the 

rain stopped and the lot dried up by midday. 
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Putting on a solo event, especially supporting a full season of events, takes hard 

work and is only made possible by people who volunteer their time and energy 

to prepare, setup, run and tear down afterwards.   A big thank you to our Solo 

Chairs, Worker Chiefs and everyone else who made this season a success!   I also 

can’t be remiss in mentioning our sponsors: 

• Ricart Automotive - https://shorturl.at/M6yBu 

• Juston Herdman - RED 1 Reality – (614) 937-8878  

https://www.facebook.com/justin.herdman.2025 

Thank you all for making this year a success! 

 

 

 

https://shorturl.at/M6yBu
https://www.facebook.com/justin.herdman.2025
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Finding the Race Line of Service 

What the first year of co-chairing Time Trials taught me about 

giving back. 

By Douglas Houdeshell 

 

 

When you slip into the driver's seat, fasten the harness, start the engine, and pull on your 

helmet, you're ready to grid up, head out on course, and feel the smiles per mile. The 

adrenaline and the thrill of wheeling your car through the turns, nailing the race line, is 

unmatched. 

But here's the question: what makes it all possible? 

Behind the scenes, for days, weeks, and months, a labor of love for this sport takes place to 

make the events we get to drive possible. Nobody sees any of it. That's the point. Grassroots 

motorsports is built on the backbone of service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nervous Grid 

I felt more nervous strapping into the driver's seat of this year's Time Trials, co-running the 

event with Alan, than I have for any course I've raced all year. The goal was simple: to deliver a 

first-class event for the OVR membership. To give back to a community that has given so much 

to me over the years. 

It was a rush. Some of the most fun I've had all year, in fact. And it took a village to get there — 

27 volunteers stepped up to make it happen, handling everything from grid to timing and 

scoring to tech. 
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What It's Really Like 

One of those 27 was Mark Harmon, a board member who signed on for his first-ever shift working 

grid. He told me he went in skeptical about how he'd spend his Friday. He came away with the 

exact opposite reaction — he had an absolute blast, said he'd do it again in a heartbeat, and now 

has the itch to get out on track at Mid-Ohio himself. 

Mark's turn is exactly why this work matters. Because of the volunteers who gave up their day, eight 

brand-new novice drivers got their very first laps on track through our First Time on Track 

Scholarship. Eight people who had never turned a wheel on course now know what it feels like. 

Why It's Worth It 

So, what possesses someone to take on a task like this? Community. Friendship. Watching that 

look cross a driver's face after their first session — the one that says they're hooked for life. SCCA's 

motto is “Fun with Cars,” and I had a blast living it, meeting people I'd never crossed paths with 

before, all rallied around the same cause. 

There's no pay in this. Often, there is no free track time either. It's a grind, and it is real work. But 

watching Mark catch the bug, watching eight novices grin their way off track — that's worth more 

than any trophy. 

Your Turn 

OVR runs on people who say yes. Timing and Scoring needs hands. Grid needs hands. Coaching 

needs voices. If Mark can walk in skeptical and walk out already planning his next event, so can 

you. 

Reach out to your Region leadership and ask where you're needed most this season. Bring a 

friend. Show up once. See what happens. 

And the next time you're at an event, find a worker and say thank you. Teamwork is what makes 

Fun with Cars possible — for all of us. 
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Track Night in America at Mid-Ohio 
 

 
The SCCA will be putting on a Track Night in America at Mid-Ohio on October 

9th!  OK, really, it’s a Track Day in America event, since the event closes at 4:30 

PM, but you get the idea. 

This event is really great way to get on track at Mid-Ohio and the price is 

extremely reasonable.  The day is split into a morning and an evening event and 

you can run AM, PM or both.  The cost is $185 per event for members or $210 

per event for non-members.   That is a heck of a deal! 

You can register using this link: 

https://www.tracknightinamerica.com/events/2010447-track-night-2026-special-

edition-mid-ohio-sports-car-course-october-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tracknightinamerica.com/events/2010447-track-night-2026-special-edition-mid-ohio-sports-car-course-october-9
https://www.tracknightinamerica.com/events/2010447-track-night-2026-special-edition-mid-ohio-sports-car-course-october-9
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Mid-Ohio Road Racing Track Records 
As of 8-13-26  
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