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Welcome to Issue 23 of the Observers Stand!   We have 
another full issue, with coverage of our elections and with 
articles by Mary Jane Berchak  and Jude Summers   You will 
find another great historic sketch drawn by Stan Ross. 

Norm Murdock has supplied us with the Road Racing 
Standings from several series and we also have an updated 
list of Mid-Ohio lap records from Dave Killian. 

We have photos from multiple sources this issue, with 
images from Scott Zimmermann, Micheal Berchak and your 
editor too (don’t judge my I-Phone photos!). 

You will also find information about our Elections Result 
Socializer and a Save the Date for this year’s Banquet. 

As always, thanks to all our contributors, this newsletter 
would not be possible without your efforts!  
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SCCA ELECTION TIME! 

Elections are open for the OVR Board, RE and Area 4 Director. 
 

It’s that time of year!   The time for you to vote for your choices of OVR’s leadership 
and for the Area 4 director. 

Before we get into the candidates and how to vote I would like to point out a couple 
of facts.   

 OVR has over 900 members and is considered a Jumbo region. 
 Typically, during our elections just over 100 people vote. 
 Candidates routinely win or lose by one or two votes. 

Having said that, I challenge all OVR members to log into MSReg and vote.   When 
we say that every vote counts, it really is true.  Your vote may be all it takes to elect 
your favorite candidates to a position of management for OVR. 

This is the link for the election: 

https://track.pstmrk.it/3ts/www.ovr-
scca.org%2Fovr_elections_2026.php/cP88/c8PIAQ/AQ/3c42aff9-81da-4d19-b221-
aa785289ac8a/1/TKTYDQ91P1 

We are using an online voting system for this election. You will need to create an 
account on the site if you don't already have one. Please reach out to our Elections 
Officer (Matt Downing) with any questions or issues. elections@ovr-scca.org 
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The Candidates for RE, in alphabetical order. 
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The Candidates for the Board of Directors, in Alphabetical Order. 
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Voting will remain open until November 18th @ 7:00 PM. 

Remember that only online votes are accepted.  In person voting is not allowed. 

Please reach out to our Elections Officer (Matt Downing) with any questions or 
issues. elections@ovr-scca.org or for help with online voting. 

 

Also note that all the candidates’ statements are available online at the election site 
for your review. 

 

OVR Elections Results Socializer 
A socializer where the election results will be revealed will be held at the following 
date and location: 

WHEN: Wednesday November 18th from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM. 

WHERE: Roosters – Located at The Shoppes of Stonecreek  

1500 Stonecreek Drive 

Pickerington, 43147 

OVR will provide food and soft drinks/water and the bar will be open for individuals 
to purchase alcoholic drinks.  
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AREA 4 DIRECTOR ELECTION 
Voting is open to elect our Area Director!  There are four candidates, two of which 
are OVR Members.  Voting takes place via the SCCA Nation website.   Follow the 
directions below to vote! 

 Login at https://my.scca.com to cast your vote 
 Go to "Member Resources" 
 Surveys & Voting 
 Click "View Survey" for the Area BoD Election 
 Click the button next to the candidate to cast your vote 
 Save 

Questions?  Email membership@scca.com or call 800-770-2055. 
 

The Candidates for our Area Director are listed below: 
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IN MEMORIUM 

Dan Hodge 1953-2026 

The Ohio Valley Region mourns the loss of Dan Hodge, a long-time member who 
passed away after a lengthy illness on Saturday, September 12th. Dan was a 
dedicated member of the OVR SCCA for 31 years. During his time with the club, he 
contributed his skills in various roles, including crewing for several race teams and 
later joining LEC (Lake Erie Communications). His favorite role, however, was 
working as a starter, a position he held with passion and pride. Over the years, Dan 
discovered his true love for road racing and the world of SCCA race operations, 
where he worked tirelessly to ensure that competitions remained safe, fair, and fun 
for all participants. Throughout his tenure, Dan also served as the chief steward for 
13 years at club races and other events within the Great Lakes Division, in addition to 
holding the position of Executive Steward for several years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan was an asset to our club, serving on the Board of Directors and various 
committees for OVR over the years, as well as holding several officer positions. In 
recognition of his dedicated service, Dan was honored by the region and Great 
Lakes Division with multiple awards. Among his most recent roles, he served on 
OVR’s Race Committee and the Long-Term Planning Committee. Since 2023, Dan 
and his wife, Tari, have been co-chairs for OVR’s Annual Awards Banquet. To his 
wife, Tari, and his family, we extend our deepest condolences. Dan will be deeply 
missed by the SCCA road racing community and all of us at OVR. 
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Ohio Valley Region’s Summer Sprints 2026 

Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course 

August 8th & 9th 2026 

By Jude Summers 

205 drivers took part in OVR’s 2026 Double Regional Race Weekend at Mid-Ohio 
Sports Car Course. Our entrants came from all areas of the US. This includes our 103 
volunteers (including LEC), representing several SCCA regions (not just OVR) from 
Detroit, Pit, Indy, DC, and New England to help and join in on the fun for our 
Summer Sprints. It’s great to see the SCCA comradery within our teams. OVR thanks 
ALL of you who participated!! 

The weather cooperated, (other than a downpour late Saturday evening after the 
track was cold); and we enjoyed sunny skies and warm temperatures throughout the 
weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were a lot of celebrations and bench racing as well as “racing” throughout the 
weekend with the addition of H Production Invitational, the Sports 2000 North 
American Series, and the Formula Continental Challenge Series participation. This 
event also was considered a part of the MARRS series (Washington DC area SCCA), 
counting as points for their series. As promised, there were a lot of competitive races 
which drivers enjoy. We had quite a few spectators gathered in the esses and 
keyhole both days enjoying the track competition. A track record was set by 
Christopher Kelly, New Market, MD in SSM of 1:46.894 and another in C-Spec by 
Gabe Fehribach, Ferdinand, Indiana of 1:46.558. Congratulations to both of you! 
Congratulations to all of our competitors for a great race weekend. 
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I mentioned the weather above and that it waited until the track was cold? Well…. It 
didn’t wait quite long enough for some of us to finish Saturday night dinner at the 
Turn One Pavilion. About 45 minutes into serving of food with people in line, the rain 
gods decided to descend upon us. It was not just a drizzle or straight down rain, it 
became a sideways brick wall of rain that with the help of wind, managed to find 
itself pushing into the pavilion. Not to be out done by the weather, the Mid-Ohio 
Food Services Team, headed by Cindy Loomis had pre-planned for a storm and 
protected the food (Pulled Pork, Salad, Baked Beans), serving utensils etc. etc. 
Keeping everything warm and dry. After the storm passed more folks came in and 
the dinner continued, but Mother Nature was not done quite yet. We noticed a 
change in the wind and a rather dramatic change in the sky as it grew dark from the 
very direction it had passed over us… that same storm turned around and returned. 
The folks in line for food - grabbed their plates of food and ran. They were racing as 
fast as they could back to their paddock. (I think a paddock track record might have 
been set as- I don’t recall ever seeing people exit from a party that fast, especially 
holding a plate of food!) After round 2 was over and not to be pushed out by the 
storm, our Mid-Ohio Food Services Team were still serving a few more stragglers. 
The serving area had now been trimmed down, but there was still “dry buns and 
pulled pork” and “dry utensils” available. Also, the rest of the evening after it passed 
was “stormless”. Several of us stayed to aid Cindy with their closing. When we left 
there were still a few people visiting in the then somewhat dry pavilion. A very 
special “Thank you” to Cindy and the entire Mid-Ohio Food Service Team for your 
dedication and hospitality. 

OVR would like to thank Joel Harleman Indianapolis Region, for joining us on short 
notice as Chief Steward for this event. Joel stepped in as our primary resource 
aiding myself and our race committee on supps preparation for approval by the 
national office. Some of you may have noticed we had to add a second sanction 
number, it was not without a lot of discussions. We also really appreciated the great 
organization of the OVR Time Trial team, headed by Alan Stamper and Doug 
Houdeshell, the transition from their closure of their successful event to our road 
race event was very smooth with no major lower paddock concerns. A special thanks 
goes out to Mid-Ohio Safety staff, their Operations team, and Food Services Staff for 
all of their support throughout the weekend. As I stated in the beginning of this 
article, thank you everyone for your participation and making our Summer Sprints a 
successful and fun weekend. All of you made the difference!!! 
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THE OLD LADY WHO LIVES IN THE CARBURETOR 

By Mary Jane Berchak 

 

I took the attached photograph of the Honda in 2024 at the OVR Rallycross in 
Adena.  I didn’t think much about them until I got home and really looked at it.  I was 
excited by the remarkable display of the airflow around this car. The photo is an 
extremely good flow visualization.  All of the dust is being blown around showing 
exactly where the air is moving.   

 

 

Look at the front wheel of the car.  There is dust in two locations around the wheel.  
The first is directly behind the wheel on the ground.  This is dust picked up by the 
wheel.  The second location is very near the top of the wheel.  The dust has been 
carried by the air near the wheel surface.  When the dust gets to the top of the 
wheel, the air coming across the top of the wheel has blown it backward and 
sideways away from the fender liner. This is a typical pattern for a wheel with a 
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fender. If you look very carefully, it is possible to see a similar pattern around the rear 
wheel although it is more difficult because of the dust coming from under the car.  

A car without a fender would show the dust blowing back more evenly distributed 
across the tire. 

Next, look at the side of the car.  There are clumps pf dust being blown along the 
side.  This dust is coming off the front wheel and is being formed into clouds by the 
turning of the car.  Notice that the clouds of dust are thicker behind the rear wheel 
where a similar action is occurring.  If you look carefully, you can see where this 
stream of air/dust mixture continues into the clouds of dust behind the car. 

The next layer of dust is in the space under the car and behind the front wheel.  This 
layer of dust is generated by the air flowing under the car.  This layer is being forced 
in two directions, along the length of the car and sideways out from under the sides 
of the car. The rear wheel adds more dust to this stream.  A careful examination of 
the dust cloud behind the car shows that this stream continues below the one 
generated by the tops of the wheels. 

The area directly behind the car is full of dust that is moving in a lot of directions.  
There is dust coming up from underneath the car and there is dust that is coming 
from the wheel generated clouds.  The air moving over the roof of the car has built a 
barrier to keep the dust from flying upward.  The air moving along the sides of the 
car has built a barrier on each side to keep the dust from flowing sideways. The air in 
this space is moving at different speeds depending on its origins, and it becomes 
turbulent, moving in many directions.  This creates a third stream of dust behind the 
car. 

Unfortunately, there is no dust in front of the car to show how the air impacts the 
front bumper, hood, windshield, or roof of the car. 
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SOLO SEASON WRAP UP! 

By Alan Stamper 

You may recall in the last issue of the Observer’s Stand I described how we had 
lucked out all year with weather at our events.    Well, mother nature must have 
heard me as she struck back with a vengeance at our season ending events.  We had 
rain first at Fortress Obetz and again a week later on both days of our two-day event 
at Darana Raceway (formerly Nation Trails). 

We also ended up canceling our first evening event of the year due to a forecast of 
heavy rain and lightning. 

The fun event at Fortress had sprinkles in the morning, followed by a  full-on deluge 
with standing water and several lightening delays.   In the morning, I took one run 
before the skies opened and we had our first lightening delay.  The weather got so 
bad that I ended up parking my car for the morning part of the event.  While not 
driving I passed time by snapping pics using my phone of cars running in the wet. 

 

 

It did dry out later in the day, with the first group in the afternoon running on a 
drying course, with everyone’s time improving and then the second group having a 
completely dry track. 

The next Solo event was a two-day visit to Darana Raceway.   We had not run at the 
Darana since we started our run of events at Fortress Obetz and it was fun to come 
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back to the site, much like visiting an old friend.   We had heard the parking lot had 
been repaved since our last visit, however that was a bit of an optimistic description.   

All the previous loose gravel on the asphalt had been removed, all the seams that 
had once been cut in for a Christmas light display had been filled in and the lot had 
been sealed.   While it was an improvement since our last visit, it was still just like 
National Trail pavement of old, being very broken and bumpy.  

 

Perhaps that was apt, as for the first day we ran using Rally – X timing, where all your 
runs are added together for a single cumulative time.   It was an interesting 
experiment and I hope we do it again next year.   It really rewarded drivers that were 
consistent and didn’t hit any cones.  Going into the afternoon I was doing well and 
had been clean all day, until I wasn’t.    
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For our first day at Darana, it was mostly dry, with a pop-up storm hitting us right as 
the last group started making their runs.   On the second day, storms were forecast 
for the duration.  With bad weather forecast, our turnout was lower than expected 
and we could see it was going to be a struggle to have the number of workers 
needed in each heat.   I had left my car at home due to its wet weather challenges 
and spent the day as a dedicated worker.  Many of our members who have specialist 
roles like set up, tech or a chiefs worked shagging cones and starting cars 
throughout the day, all of them doing double duty to keep the event going. 

 At one point I heard someone say something about all the cumulative years of 
experience of the workers on course, with I think with an off the cuff estimate of 100 
years.  I had to smile at this as I think there is about 85 years’ experience just 
between old man Grunenwald (our starter) and I.   That’s heavily biased on Rich’s 
side by the way. 

 

 
The  last two events were evening events at Fortress Obetz.  Those are always fun 
and driving from dusk and into the dark is always an experience.   One of the 
challenges of these events is dealing with the falling temps of the surface and 
adjusting your tire pressure and shocks to compensate.  

On the last evening, we had a spectacular sunset which provided a perfect backdrop 
for some action shots of cars on course.   All in all, it was a fitting end to the season 
with perfect weather and with a number entries that almost hit our cap.   This year’s 
season both seemed long and like it flew by and the start of next year seems so far 
away! 



 

21 
 

Graphic By Chris Yeager 
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Photo by: Alan Stamper 

Help Wanted! 
Our region is need of a treasurer.   Tari Hodge will be stepping down at the end of 
the year (Thank you for your years of service, Tari!) and we are actively looking for a 
replacement.   

The candidate for the position should be someone with bookkeeping skills, not-for-
profit knowledge and familiarity with banking rules and regulations.  

Tari will train them on our banking platforms and reporting.     

Tari would also like to point out that she is not leaving OVR and will continue to be 
involved in other ways as time allows. 

If you are interested, then please reach out by e-mail to: re@ovr-scca.org 

 

OVR 2026 Banquet – Save the Date 
Just in!  This year’s OVR banquet will be on February 6th at the Villa Milano.  
THE MSR signup page and details of the event will be coming soon! 
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Ohio Valley Region’s Drivers’ Super Tour Totals 
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Ohio Valley Region’s Drivers’ Majors Conference 
Drivers’ Standings 
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Mid-Ohio Road Racing Track Records 
As of 10-15-26 
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